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destroyer and reproducer, for these functions were blended    CHAP, by the same association of ideas which gave birth to the   ,   T' .... long series of correlative deities in Aryan mythology.
6 Adorned with armlets, the Maruts have shone like the skies with their stars; they have glittered like showers from the clouds, at the time when the prolific Eudra generated you, Maruts, with jewels on your breasts, from the shining udder of Prisni/1
The several phases which the character of this god as- Eudra. sumes in the later Hindu literature are minutely traced by Dr. Muir 52 but among the monstrous overgrowths of wild fancies we find some of the more prominent attributes of the cognate Greek deity ascribed to Eudra in his character as Father of the Winds. Like the Asvins and Agni, like Proteus, Phoibos, and the other fish-gods, Eudra can change his form at will.
6 Father of the Maruts, may thy felicity extend to us: exclude us not from the light of the sun.
* Thou, Eudra, art the chiefest of beings in glory*    Thou, wielder of the thunderbolt, art the mightiest of the mighty.
* Where, Eudra, is thy joy-dispensing hand ?   Firm with strong limbs, assuming many forms, he shines with golden ornaments/ 3
Like Hermes, Eudra is worshipped as the robber, the cheat, the deceiver, the Master Thief.4 The mocking laughter of the wind as it passes on after wreaking its fury could not fail to suggest the same ideas in the most distant lands. As we might expect, Eudra, like Siva, whose gracious name was a mere euphemism to deprecate his deadly wrath, at length eclipses Indra, as Indra had put Dyaus and Varuna into the background, and he becomes associated most closely with that phallic worship which seemingly found but little favour in the true Vedic age.6
1  R. 7. ii   34, 2; Muir, 8kr. Texts.    See also vol. i.
part iv. p 260.                ^                           * Dr. Muir fully admits the scantiness
2  Muir, ih. part iv. ch. iv. sect. 3.          of the evidence on which the negative 8 H H. Wilson, R. V. B. ii 289.           conclusion rests.    8kr. Texts, iv. p 348. 4 Muir, SJcr. Texts, part iv. p. 341.